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int r oducer , 'f' he or she moves too aulckly to invoke
cloture, that at that, time, that individual riay find out
that he or she has no strength whatsoever for that bill
and someone ls going to pop up and move to indefinit lv
postpone which is not subject to clotur'e and that till can
be killed and I think that in itself will be a very healthv
thing for this Legislature because we might kill some bills
that are lingering on and ought to be dead anyway. =or
that reason s trongly urge you to vote for this rul chanc

PRESIDE".fT: Senator Chambers.

SE.'.GATOR CHAffBERS: Nr. Chairman, and menbers nf the Legisla
ture, as Senator Hewell said, this ls one of' the worst thing's
to ccme before this Legislature. I can understand Senator
Luedtke anxious to push and hurry and rush things through,
but you saw what happened when vou wen. along with his pro
cedure on the Committees this time. Hurry, hurry, bur rv.
The public had no opportunity to come and present their
testinony. he committees had no adequate opoortunitv to
have decent hear i ngs s o you have seen what happens when you
forget the substance of the legislative function and look
at the mere appearance. I can understand hlr. wanting to vo
out in a bla=e of glory like a skyrocket and fly since he
is the Speaker and this ls his last tern here, but as Senator
Cullen pointed out, some of the rural people are goin~ to
find themselves in a minority when the reapportionment occurs
so you ought to think and realize what the purpose of the
rules of the Legislature are. They are to prevent individ
uals and groups from forming coalitions and steamrolling
through issues without adequate debate or discussion. Produ..s
liab'lity in which Senator DeCamp and others have a great in
terest is an example. '>fith the larpe number who have signed
it, all that any one of' those twenty nine or how many hav to
do is stand up when the bill is read and say, I move for
cloture. That means that there is no adequate explanation
of' the bill, no opportunity to offer an>endments, lt fust
ramrods through. Perhaps they learned from Senator Schmit's
windfall in terms of donations when he oushed the medical
nalpractlce bill, but it's ironic how short Senator Luedtke's
memory is because he said to the news media, that had '. not
had the perseverance, the endurance and the heart to trv to
singlehandedly defeat that bill and offer amendment after
amendment and force discussion, it would have been a far
worse bill than it turned out to be. .hat ls what he said
and lt was an agonizing experience. Had there been more
Senators, instead of sitting in the background watching,
having actual'y participated, I wouldn't have had to try :o
do 1: singlehandedly, tut this is a one House Legislature.
There ls no opportunity for bills to go to a second House for
additional consideration. It must all be done here. If
Senator Luedtke and Senator DeCamp and others can form coali
tions to ramrod things through, let them try to do it under
the present rules. It is an election year. I can see a lot
of people exoecting to reap much benefit and profit from th
products liability bill. I' ve already said that my intention
is to see that lt is adequately discussed and I' ll have amend
ments to offer, but I want the public to see that rather than
have adequate debate ard have the Legislative function proceed
properly, Senator DeCamp and others want to enact a rule they
call cloture, but it really is a ga; rule and he knows
'dhen you have principles, you often find yourself in a minority
position because the issues you bring up cause a reevaluation
and a rethinking of things which have been taken for granted.


